Open Medicine’s ghost and guest authorship policy by Murray, Sally et al.
Editorial                                                                                                                                   Murray et al.
Open Medicine 2010;4(1):e11
Open Medicine’s ghost and 
guest authorship policy
Sally Murray, Jay Brophy, anita palepu
The authors are on the editorial team of Open Medicine.
Correspondence: info@openmedicine.ca
Competing interests: None delared. 
G










authors  (range  by  journal:  16%–39%)  and  nearly  10% 
had  ghost  authors  (range  by  journal:  2%–11%).1  The 
prevalence of guest authors and ghost authors was high-
est in Nature Medicine (39%) and New England Journal 
of Medicine (11%) respectively. 
Ghost and guest authorship are breaches of professional 
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